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Cal Poly Students, Faculty, Staff Admitted Free to
UCSB Central Coast Economic Forecast Seminar at PAC Nov. 5
SAN LUIS OBISPO – Cal Poly students, faculty and staff can enjoy free admission to the
15th annual San Luis Obispo County Economic Outlook seminar on Friday, Nov. 5, in the Christopher Cohan
Center on campus.
The annual event, attended by business leaders and policy-makers, offers an outlook for the San Luis Obispo
County and area economy in the coming year. Bill Watkins, executive director of the Economic Forecast
Project and former research economist at the Federal Reserve Bank in Washington D.C., will review the
performance of the local, state and national economies in 2004 and offer his forecast for the county's
economy in 2005.
Other speakers and topics include Sacramento Bee columnist Dan Walters on "Arnie: a Year Later;"
provocative pundit, author and "Mad Economist" columnist Julianne Malveaux and Arizona State University
Professor Stephen Happel will debate on "San Luis Obispo County and the Wal-Mart Economy." Sponsors of
the debate are Mid-State Bank and Trust and Mission Community Bank.
The UCSB Economic Forecast Project is presenting the annual seminar in association with Cal Poly’s Orfalea
College of Business and Mid-State Bank. Cal Poly’s participation in the project as a sponsor through the
OCOB allows students, faculty and staff free admission to the morning event, which includes a pre-seminar
breakfast beginning at 6:45 a.m. at the Performing Arts Center. Speakers begin at 8 a.m. and the event
concludes at noon.
All seminar attendees will also receive a complimentary copy of the economic forecast publication "2005 San
Luis Obispo County Economic Outlook," featuring more than 175 pages of data and analysis, including
graphs and tables. The publication retails for $106.86 per copy and can be ordered separately by calling (805)
893-5739.
Cal Poly students, faculty and staff who have not already registered for the seminar can now do so for free.
Students, faculty and staff can now pre-register by calling the San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce at
(805) 781-2777, ext. 220. More details are available online at www.ucsb-efp.com. Cal Poly guests must use
the following Promotion Code when making reservations: 111CPU. Cal Poly RSVP deadline is Nov. 3.
Limited registration may be available at the door, depending upon availability. For more information, call

Limited registration may be available at the door.
Cal Poly, a sponsor of the UCSB Economic Forecast Project, is serving as an associate presenter of the Nov.
5 seminar; Mid-State Bank and Trust is also a major sponsor.
About the UCSB Economic Forecast Project
The UCSB Economic Forecast Project is a research unit that provides regional economic data, analysis, and
forecasts to the community. Information about the Economic Forecast Project’s other programs, publications
and research activities can be found on the World Wide Web at www.ucsb-efp.com.
About the 2004 Presenters
Professor Bill Watkins is the Executive Director of the Economic Forecast Project at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. Prior to joining the staff at the Economic Forecast Project, Watkins was an
economist at the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System in Washington D.C. where he worked
and performed research in the Banking Analysis Section of the Monetary Affairs Division. Watkins had 19
years of lending experience, mostly in Southern California banks, when he returned to graduate school in the
early 1990s and earned his Ph.D. in economics.
Syndicated Sacramento Bee political columnist Dan Walters has been a journalist for nearly over 40 years,
spending all but a few of those years working for California newspapers. At one point in his career, at age 22,
he was the nation’s youngest daily newspaper editor.
He joined the Sacramento Union’s Capitol bureau in 1975, just as Jerry Brown began his governorship, and
later became the Union’s Capitol bureau chief. In 1981, Mr. Walters began writing began writing California’s
only daily newspaper column devoted to California political, economic and social events, and in 1984, he and
the column moved to The Sacramento Bee. His column now appears in more than 50 California newspapers.
Walters has written about California and its politics for a numbers of other publications, including The Wall
Street Journal, the Christian Science Monitor, and the online magazine Intellectual Capitol. In 1986, his book,
“The New California Facing the 21st Century,” was published in its first edition. The book has since
undergone revisions and has become a widely used college textbook about socioeconomic and political trends
in the state. He is also the founding editor of the “California Political Almanac.”
Julianne Malveaux, Ph.D. Recognized for her provocative, progressive and insightful observations, Malveaux,
an economist, author and commentator, is the president and CEO of Last Word Productions Inc. Described as
“the most iconoclastic public intellectual in the country,” Malveaux’s contributions to the public dialogue on
issues such as race, culture, gender, and their economic impacts, help shape public opinion in America.
As a writer and columnist, her work appears regularly in USA Today, Black Issues in Higher Education, The
Progressive, Ms. and Essence magazines. Her weekly columns have appeared in newspapers across the
country including the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Examiner.
Well known for appearances on national network programs, Malveaux is a charismatic and popular guest on a
variety of shows. She appears regularly on CNN, BET and on Howard University’s television show, “Evening
Exchange.” She has appeared on PBS’s “To The Contrary,” ABC’s “Politically Incorrect,” Fox News
Channel’s “O’Reilly Factor” and on C-SPAN, MSNBC and CNBC.
In addition to her columns and media appearances, Malveaux is an author and editor. She is the author of two
column anthologies: “Sex, Lies, and Stereotypes: Perspectives of a Mad Economist” (1994), “Wall Street,
Main Street, and the Side Street: A Mad Economist Takes a Stroll” (1999). Recently, she co-authored
“Unfinished Business: A Democrat and A Republican Take On the 10 Most Important Issues Women Face”

(2002 and co-edited “The Paradox of Loyalty: An African American Response to the War on Terrorism”
(2002).
A committed activist and civic leader, Malveaux serves on the boards of the Economic Policy Institute, The
National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy, Women Building for the Future - Future PAC, and The
Recreation Wish List Committee of Washington, D.C. Malveaux earned her BA and MA degrees in
economics from Boston College, and a Ph.D. in economics from MIT. A native San Franciscan, she currently
resides in Washington, DC.
Economics Professor Stephen Happel teaches at the Arizona State University W.P Carey School of Business.
He grew up in Quincy, Illinois, received a B.A. (1969) in mathematics and economics from the University of
Missouri and an M.A. (1972) and Ph.D. (1976) in economics from Duke University. In addition to visiting
appointments at North Carolina State University, the Australian National University and the University of
Waikato in New Zealand, Happel was founding director of the ASU School of Business Honors Program in
1989 and served as associate dean of undergraduate studies from 1991 to 1999.
His research focuses on applied microeconomics and population issues. He has written two textbooks and
over 60 articles in professional journals and popular outlets, including The Wall Street Journal, The New York
Times, and The Christian Science Monitor. This work covers arguments for free-market ticket scalping,
defense of tenure, the rationale for slotting fees in supermarkets, and the snowbird lifestyle among retirees.
Happel has received the ASU Distinguished Teaching Award, been a Ford Honors Fellow, and has been
chosen the Arizona Professor of the Year by the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education. He
teaches freshman classes in macroeconomics, honors seminars and MBA classes in managerial economics. He
is also a longtime instructor for the Arizona Society of CPA’s Tax Institute, the Pacific Coast Banking School
in Seattle, and he speaks to many different groups and organizations on the U.S. economy with attention
directed at key generational-demographic trends and recent Federal Reserve policy.
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